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WORKING WITH LOTS WORKSHOP SERIES

Project Planning + Community Engagement Workshop
6 – 8 PM, Thursday, March 5th

Partner: City of Detroit’s Land Based Projects Team
Location: Detroit Future City, 2990 W Grand Blvd.
Capacity: 30

The Basics of Pruning Workshop
5:30 – 7:30 PM, Tuesday, March 24th

Partner: The Greening of Detroit
Location: TBD
Capacity: 20

Grant Writing + Resource Hustle Workshop 
6 – 8 PM, Thursday, April 2nd

Location: Detroit Future City, 2990 W Grand Blvd.
Capacity: 30

Garden Maintenance Workshop
6 – 8 PM, Tuesday, May 19th

Partner: Canfield Consortium
Location: Canfield Community Flower Gardens, 
4401 Montclair St & 4118 Lemay St
Capacity: 30

Water Catchment + Irrigation Workshop 
6 – 8 PM, Thursday, June 18th

Location: TBD
Capacity: 20

Leveraging Media + Communicating Your Vision Workshop 
6 – 8 PM, Thursday, July 30th

Partners: VanDyke Horn + NW Goldberg Cares
Location: Detroit Future City, 2990 W Grand Blvd.
Capacity: 30

Planting Techniques Workshop
6 – 8 PM, Tuesday, August 18th

Location: TBD
Capacity: 20

Bench Building Workshop
5:30 – 8:30 PM, Thursday, September 17th

Partner: Motor City Grounds Crew
Location: E. Warren Tool Library, 16006 E. Warren Ave.
Capacity: 15

For more info + registration links: www.detroitfuturecity.com/events



Acquiring Vacant Land

For Community Projects and Nonprofit Use



What is a Side Lot?

• A Side Lot is a piece of vacant land that is less than 7,500 square feet. 
Side Lots are adjacent to (share a property line with) occupied homes.

• The DLBA sells Side Lots for $100. 



Eligibility- Lot and Neighbor



Eligibility

Lot may be 
eligible after 

purchase of first 
lot

Lot may be 
eligible after 

purchase of first 
lot

Lot may be 
eligible after 

purchase of first 
lot

Lot may be 
eligible after 

purchase of first 
lot1



Is the side lot near my home for sale? 



Is the side lot near my home for sale? 

If your side lot is not for sale and you believe it 
should be, please contact us at 313-974-6889 



How to apply

• Login or create account at 
buildingdetroit.org

• Search for lot and click 
purchase 

• Fill out application online, 
and you will receive an email 
response either confirming 
your purchase or explaining 
why you are not eligible. 



Application for property - https://app.detroitmi.gov:8443/PropertyApplicationForm/

https://app.detroitmi.gov:8443/PropertyApplicationForm/




Detroit Land Bank Community Partners are able to use Land Bank 
acquired properties for home rehab projects, urban gardening, or 
any use that enhances the quality of life in neighborhoods.

Community Partners can address the issue of blight through home 
rehabilitation projects, deconstruction projects, new construction, 
lot beautification, community gardens, and pocket parks (projects 
not limited to those suggested.)









Terms and Conditions
1. The DLBA has the sole discretion as to whether to approve a Community 

Partnership and issue a Community Partnership Certificate. The DLBA reserves the 
right to decline a Community Partnership with any group where the DLBA is not 
convinced of the prospective Community Partner’s financial and organizational 
ability to fulfill their proposed project.

2. A Community Partner may not act as a straw-buyer in order to immediately transfer
property to a for-profit entity in contrary to the purpose of Community Partnership
Program.

3. If a Community Partner is found to do this, the DLBA may terminate the Community
Partnership.

Terms and Conditions



Terms and Conditions

4. The geographic target area is not exclusive to an individual Community 
Partner,  but rather will likely overlap with other Community Partners’
geographic target areas. Competing requests will be prioritized first by
demonstration of sufficient financial and organizational capacity and
then in a first come, first served manner.

5.   The DLBA reserves the right to refuse sale without cause. 

6.   Properties will be addressed on a first come, first served basis.



7. All Community Partner projects that propose a large acquisition of 10 or more 
DLBA-owned properties will require the approval of the DLBA Board and must
comply with any review requirements established by the Detroit City Council.

8. Staff guidelines will provide for an efficient and effective method to   
accommodate requests to “hold” properties for a reasonably limited period of
time and for a specified purpose.

9.  “Holding” property means reserving property in the DLBA’s inventory for a 
designated party to allow time for the commencement and/or completion
of due diligence.

Terms and Conditions



Steps to 
becoming a 

Project Ready
Community 

Partner 

• Nonprofit (or ecclesiastical corp.) must be 
incorporated as such with the state of Michigan

• Have IRS tax exempt 501 (c)(3) status and 
verification letter

• Have a project plan that outlines the project and 
the area in which it will take place 

• Have the plan OK’d with the District Manager

• Provide additional documents if required

• Be able to finance the project



What’s Next 
after becoming 
a Project Ready 
Community 
Partner?

Project Ready Community Partners must provide 
the following items to move forward on projects:

Provide
Docs

Plot Plan (vacant land)Plot Plan

Estimate for the cost of the rehab or land project
Estimate

Costs

Proof of funds to complete the project
Proof

of Funds 
$ 



Things that can potentially stop a project

• HHF Liens

• Adjacent neighbor wants to purchase as a side lot

• Planning Areas

• Conditional Land Use Denied

• Not maintaining other properties owned in the 
City

• Blight tickets on ANY other property in the City

• Back taxes on ANY property in Wayne County 
*Exception: WC tax payment plan



Plot Plans









Estimate for 
the cost of 
the rehab or 
project

Estimate for the cost of rehabbing a 
structure:

Roof, Plumbing, Windows, HVAC, Lead 
Safe, Gutters, Foundation, etc.

Estimate for the cost of beautification 
project:

Garden items, mulch, seeds, fencing, 
benches, walkways, planters, bushes 
flowers etc.



Proof of Funds for the Project

• Bank Statement

• Grant Award Letter

• Construction Loan Letter

• Money Order

• Check



Pay your down payment, sign your documents and 
head towards closing.  



Compliance
• Regular updates on the project and the progress that is being made.
• The Land Bank is always willing to help our community partners, but we must see

progress over time. 
• We understand seasonal issues (planting etc.) but we do want to see progress.
• The land bank DOES NOT want to take property back 

that is our last course of action.

Be sure to:
• Include Photos
• Stay current on your updates
• Make sure there is no blight
• Reach out to the land bank if you foresee any problems



Thank You!

Bill Oldham, Disposition + Community Partners: woldham@detroitlandbank.org
Savannah Robbins, Inventory Team

mailto:woldham@detroitlandbank.org


For more information on the 2020 Working with Lots Grant 
Program, visit detroitfuturecity.com/our-programs/wwl-2020/
and subscribe to our newsletter at www.dfc-lots.com/connect

Request For Proposals will be open February 17 to April 13, 2020

Pier Davis, pdavis@detroitfuturecity.com
Tomicka Robinson, trobinson@detroitfuturecity.com

https://detroitfuturecity.com/our-programs/wwl-2020/
http://www.dfc-lots.com/connect
mailto:pdavis@detroitfuturecity.com
mailto:trobinson@detroitfuturecity.com
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